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U.S. expected
‘to sell Greece

40 F-16 fighters

}!ewYa-k'l‘lmNewsServlee

WASHINGTON - The United
States and Greece have signed an
agreement for protecting military
‘technology that opens the way for
the sale of 40 F-16 fighter planes to
‘Greece, a State Department official
said yesterday.
> The sale of two squadrons of the
‘advanced planes had been pending
for more than a year, the official
“said. The administration’s decision
‘to go ahead with the sale followed
Qreece’s agreement, worked out in
the last several months, to sign what
is called the General Security of Mili-

_ tary Information Agreement, the of-
ficial said.

The agreement, signed on Tues-
day, provides for both governments
to prevent unauthorized dissemina-
tion of military information. It has
now been signed by all NATO na-
tions except iceland and Turkey, the
official said, and talks with the
Turks are continuing

The State Department official
ere had been some gmm in

‘the administration, particular ly at
the Defense Department, over
Greece's ability to protect advanced
military technology from_Soviet
agents. This concern had been
heightened by frequent statements
by the gevernment of Prime Minister
Andreas

Papandreou.
But, the official said, the situation
to Improve last spring after
the defection in Athens of Sergei
Bokhan, a Soviet Embassy official | .
who was later identified as'a mem-
ber of the GRU, the intelligence

areas ln which the Soviet Union was
“able to learn American military se- military se-
crets th contacts in Greece.
The United States has four bases in
Greece.

Last fall, the Greek authorities ar-
rested three Greek citizens in Ath-
ens, and they are now awaiting trial

on wﬁ charges, the State De-
t X
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